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CREATION OF AGITATION POINTS IN RUMANIA

[Ebmment; This report presents information on the creation
of agitation centers in Rumania, formed to glve the people orien-
tation on the new constitution, as well as on the general elec:’
tions of November 1952.

Some cities carried on their agitatiorn work through the FDP
(Popu)ar Demceratlc froml). Tuis pulitical organization nominally
A0 opposition party, was initially created during the geperal
elections of 19L8 to carry on political agitation among the people.
Although no mention was made of the FDP rrom 1948 to 1952
in the press available 1p FDD, the organization came into promi-
nence once agsin during the summer of 1952 to take the lead in
the agitation work for the 1952 general clections. The cities
where agitatior work was reported are listed alphabetically.

Numbers in parentheses refer to.appended sources;7

Arad

On 9 August, the Bucharest daily newspaper Scanteia said the following
about sgitaticn in Arad (summary‘: The most {mportant agitation pclnt in
Arad is lozated ‘n one of the buildings of the 30 December Enterprises. The
agitation center is furnished with radios, bhooks, wagazines, pamphlets, and
newspapers in both the Rumanian and Hungarian languages, large punorama
photographs of workers' achievements are displayed on the walls. A 7-day
schedule of agitation work is pcsted directly in froat of the entrance to the
¢enter . This schedule announces the bresentation of a motion picture entitled
“The Fight ror Freedom of the Korean People "(1)
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Braila

On 15 August, the same source reported on agitation in Braila as follows
(summary): The latest égitation point to be opened im Brails is in the modern
People's Council Building of that city. A 10-day schedule was arranged under
the direction of deputy Otomnel Neamtu, artist at the State Theater of Braila.
The deputy conducted 2 series of lectures on the assistence given by the state
to science and art in Rumania {(2).

Bizharest

3canteia said the following about egitatiop ip Buczherest ‘surmary): The
FDP of Bu'® "—est organized 252 agitation points, 110 which are in the re-
sidential .cctors of the city and the remsining 152 at enterprises and in- ”_LEGIB
stitutions \ These agitation points were visited by approximately 10,000
citizens 2

7o Aaddition to these centers of agitatica, Bucharest 21so has 315 FDP
circles, operated by approximately 3,600 agitators Housewives, peunsiomers,
small merchamts, and others form discussinn groups of 10 te 20 families.
Agitators are then dispatched to visit each family of the group to teach it
the sections of the new coastitution /L)

By far the greatest agitation work {s performed at industrial ipstitu-
tions. For example, regular instruction is given at the Republica Steel
Plant, Public Food Supply Trust, Bran-ovenesc Hospital, and other institutions
of V. I Lenin Reion. Agitators of this raion have & twofold duty: to in-
doctrinate the workers in enterprises and to bezutify and modernize the parks,
homes, snd public buildings of the raion. /1)

Despite such intense efforts, there still remalns much room for improve-
ment; Several primary party organizatioas showed a luck of care in the organi-
zation of political work For example, oan 31 July 1952, 180 agitators from the
Vulcan Machipery and Equipment Plant were scheduled to make a house-to-house
campaign in the vi:inity of the plant Two days prior to the campaign, the
party committee of Lenip Raion was instructed to ussign the names of the
streets which had to be visited by the factory employees EKowever, because of
gross negligence, the committee failed To turn over these pames to the agita-
tors until & short time prior to their departure Because of this delay, only
& handful of the 180 agitators found it possibla to start their visiting tour.(5)

Cluj

On 7 August, the same paper reported o7 zgitatian i Cluj as follows
fsummarv}  The egitators in the tity of Cluj are speclally selected from those
members whe speek both the Hungerian and Rumanisn languages Workers' homes
ire visited oo every street to ipsure that every family is preperlv indostri-
pated 5)

Cradors

Scenteln slso detsailed agitarion activity ic Cratova a3 follows (summary):
NMumsrous enterprises In Craicva organized locsl hureaus of the FOP to train ac-
tivists, represectatives, and other party workers The following members were
choseun At the Electroputere Electrical Equipment Plant. Gheorghe Marculescu,
secretary of the party committee: Gheorghe Tranza, secretary of the enterprise
commities; Stakhanovitez Constantin Teodorovici, Constantin Voicila and Aurel
Gasca; technicisn Iov Logofatu, and many otbers These members form the local
FDP branch and devote thelr time exclusively to interesting the workers in the
new constitutional provisions [&)
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At the 7 Noembrie Plant, new members vere likewise elected to the local
bureau of the FDP. These were lathe nperators Ton Tarziu and Ilie Nisipeanu;
Stakhsnovite Constantin Puira; smelter Pavel Nitov, and teznniciaa Gheorghe
Nitu.{k) : 1

Agitation point No 1 at CFR /Rumeanian Railroads) Craiova is visited daily
by 150-200 workers; likewise, centers No 1 med & in nearby Bailesti are visited
every day by 50-60 peasants. Lectures are also given at the Vasile Roaita Cul-
tural Home or the following topics “The Rights and Duties of the Rumanian
Citizen," "Work Is an Hovorable Activity," "The Creation of the Hungarian Au-
tonomous Regiurve,” ard "Equality Under the Law for the Rumanian Woman. "”\

Every nparby village arranges weekly discussion groups on the new con-
stitution. Alm=ju village in particular was exceptionally thorough in its
work Ail fences and walls of this village were liped with articles and pic-

tures prepared by the FDP /6) ”_I_EGlB

Galsri

Scanteis of 5 August reported on Agitation in Galati as follows ‘summary)
After completiog & course of instruction of aver 100 new propagandists, the
city council of Galati established a rigid agitetion schedule for fall 1952
From a group of over 2,300 agitators, 300 were selected and divided into two
groups . Whﬂra groups were dispatzhed every Sunday into Galati, Bujoru, and
Melcanesti raicng %o distribute the latest directives. The remaining sgita-
tors were ass igned to work in the 53 agitation points of Galati, which are:
located in the -“nitural centers, clubs, and such heavily frequented areus as
the railroad sta+tion, city hall, and towe square fuy ;

Hupedoeara

The same source covered agitation in Hunedosra =s follows fsummary): |
Numerous mestings took place throughont Hunadoara Regiune to establish the
locnl committees of the FDP Consequently, committees were set up in eight
cities and 108 communes for the purposs orgmsuizing agitation points. As late
as 2 August 1952, five points were organized in Lupeni, Hunedo&ra, Alba, Deva,
and Benis /7Y ' ‘

Lupenai heid a4 festival in horor of the opeving of the first agitation|
puint The event was attended by macy local dignitaries, such as Stakhano-
vites Icap Demian and Adam Maxim, teshni-~lans Avram Dutu and Toma Hategan,
ard leading agivators such as Elisabera Dobroschi and Elisei Chisu.{7) !

At the same time, dlscussions were held conzerning the duties of agita-
tors in cernerticw with the cosstitution The plan of agitation wag discussed
for 20 corrazut duys, aad, ir esssnte, it celled for individual ,onsaltg-
tion with thn people, zounferences, radin auditioas, and varicus cultural ac-

tivities (7Y

Ou 12 Augusy, the same source sald tne followipg about agiraticn ip Iési
(summary) The peacs committess in tne ity of Iasi stirive to popularize the
new constitutionsl projert Throughout the enterprises =nd institations of. the
city, the snbject most discussed was that of peace Partizular emphasis was
given to the introductory cheprer of the ronstitution, pertaining to the extermal
Affairs of Rumenia (¢)
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Ploesti

Scanteia's report about agitatiom ip Ploesti was published as follows
(summary): The regiune council of the FDP in Ploesti organized 700 agitation
roints throughout the regiune, in order to draw a larger number of workers
into discussion groups. Each agitation point is supplied with pamphlets con-
taining the constitutional text and related statutes. A1l points copndense -
their activities iuto & 7-day period, which has proved a considerable success.
The Brezea agitation point, for example, had 350 visitors during the course of
one day.?5) i

By far the leading agitation center of Ploesti Regiune 18 located at the
Urlati O4il Field. The drillers of this enterprise meet regularly to praise
the achievements of the new regime asd to =riticize former conditions. Article
T9 of the covstitution, guaranteeing cld-age pensions to workers, is especially
emphasized at all meetings (8) : |LLEG|B :

City of Stalin |

The same psper on 9 August alco covered sgitation in ‘he city of Stalin as
follows [summary) A pew type of agitation, visual agitation, was initiated
for the first time at the Bela Braimer Hardware Plant in Stalin

Rrlly slogens and axtracts from the new counstitution ere published in
all sections Large-size cartoons are adapted from the press. Letters written
by workers and technicians, as well as pictures and charts, are constantly

posted Motior-picture programs form the largest portion of the visual agita-
tion program of this city.(1)
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